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“The 802D % refinement, transparency, low coloration, and

sonndstagng are nothing short of amazing at this price’

e're in the maxdst of an mmprecedented pemosd
of advancement in dymamic boodspeaker
design. Abver owo decades of slows lae steacly
i|||-__:-;|_:-.-_-||'||_-|'||~,_ the last five s hawe |.lrllu_.:|:|l frrth
an explosion of mnovative techa

gz thni have mule

dvimmic loodspeakers more tmosgacent armd mesolving,
1 'l..'il|l. lovwer bevels of tonal and dynamic eo

Toskas best “comesanboxes™ now approach planac

||||:-\.i-|||:'J-\.:'I'\- i scame arcas where |||:|.'|;-||I- |"||| I:|i_'|_'||
untoachahle, 2 noson unthinkahle JeIst fen vears a,
This treiwl is sclf-perpetating, When one loudspeaker
ESERCIATED U rhe amte, 1t5 :rn'r:_jrrirnra are |,'n|'|1|'|;-|||_-|_'|
e responsd with even botter designs. Bebome vou know
ir the ensire pl.::.'in._' fichd has shified |:|r-u'-1,r..|, with the

CLINMIMET FENIES thae I:L"-'-'.I'.'\.I!'\- ot this sue “arms mce.”

v ecen I:||||||l\.'.|‘.||_'| s I:.;l:.\,l Faa il |-;_4. ViEE, L||,.\_|_ |_|l_-_' |_||;|_|-|_:|u|_-_
thas I-:||!':' confrrmed 1t for me » the new BESY B2 Diamoad
Thee BU2EY 15 3 relorvely alfordable $51 50006 [Pt peleT), relatvely
malnstrenm higheend loudspeaker thar has many of the sonic
LT '\-:\.-!-I|_lu||_' |:||h.i;_'|5. |.||||1| I.L'\-;,'J_'_'. |.':-lll.l.'lil.' [=

of a decadi 2ane The BIZIMs refinement,

':I||:"J.'.I;'.':-
ranERATEY, iy
calaratien, amd soundstaging an: mothing short of

thas mare.

NITELE 0f

Beliae v con=ider the 8021 s sanic aualimies mdeail, ler ook
at the lendepeaker itself The 80200 s the second o

o oo in
BB hime, sl koodes meady wenocal oo che mosdel i r|,-|'|l.u;-:_-5.

rhogh supresficially simdlar 4o the previ sicim, this mew

BLE} Semes ancorporates some signaficant impaceemeints, notally

s e

the imclusion of dimond eweebers throwghous che line (inchding
!-l'\l [=pdr BRI —geviie |\II'|I'|.\.<\.III'I|II 1, The Lenclis
of dixmond-disphragm dome oweeters were so compelling that
BEW lound 5wy bo mch in ke B0
Seried. THamomd ne I propertics for a driver

1 thes

1 in each model

elzank AFETE ol |Ilh'|'. ertlfiese .||:|_| v fikise,

Alehoaugh BE&EW has offered dinmond mwecrers in the pasr,

the inclision af this explsive Y 1 '\.|11:_||_::r Life :|_|.|l_
atarts ot S5000 1 unprececented. Moreover, the new mweener
15 considers ||||l. iI'|||||||'.|.'|| R | I|'r "'l_—'.'illl_'!. u.c'||_'-||;i|||1 ']|'|.,'
magnet stoucture has been nedesipned, with addizional me T
||'bra«.||l.||||...| al I|||_ (=11 ol £l ||.|| k P late, 1 bop ob the bt ] |"|-||'|-.
and {0 wp if the cenrer I e This r-::-nIE gt increases the
mispnctc fickl strer II.J 1 in the inify, resulbing in greater cibiciency
and cooler operation. By "unnl'u_, conler, the meeerer’s -u-*-1 1
dymairmic .'-"-||1|1r|.-*-|ll|1 1= recluced
1 loudspeakers poml
balanee and dynamde ahilstes a5 2 fanci -||.-|| playback level “That
ar |'|I5.II ||-..|_-:'|||'|!1-_ levels the creble sounds tolled off on mussel

peak=, and the frehle dynamics ane maoned

range i increased and i
(Dhnamac oo CMPIESENML B 3 i.'11'1|'||__'_-q,

K
i relasen in the fest

hieat 1o dopeer’

of the spectume This plenoaenon is caused
voure ool mising the coal's reststance, which redipees curfent Mo
and thas accustic oarpat. This is aoe reson why exoemely high
sensitivity hoen lnadspeskers can have sisch B

felike '|||||r.||'.J_l|_' arnd
trehle dymmics—the drivers are mever mun amywherne pear their
dymamic rr||=1|'|n:~s.-=in|'| threshiold, Tn adkligion, oo

|||'-:'|.-I'| it

conbers woeater selialilio






Ihe 80213 rovecier also benefits from 2 mew surtoul

matedal that improsves the phase rehtinnshinp heracen

el somnd emanasing Fooim the dispheagm and thi sl

emanating from Use sureound, The disperdon is wider and

e wikboern than in the previons raserer, whacl o o

BEY o amd I'\.r._l|_'i5.'_.;:|1|_ The tavetes IIi.II'II'Ilr.\._"!ITl tself e ereated |1I-

VEPOH depasition af diamend on a subsmte trar is Eier remosed. The

ulera-thin disphrgm = then precisan cut with a lasce and protechive

exiibed with r||_-|r||1|;1|'|_'| b domie inelf 1% I.'Z"i.l]'l.ll'n'l:-' [.l.:l!_',i'!-r_ which 15wl (1)

it i cowered with a mapmetically aitacked mesh grlle The gmlle can be

permoved for a listening session, resulong moa sbalady more open sound.

Tlee tovectes s moanbed ina Mastihus obe, the Iong mpened sociie

al the mop of sthe cabiner. B&WS Maouus wehnology channels the

pweiler's noir wave down the mpered tbe where iz is disspated rather
than refleceed back o the dome,

1o addisea o the new tweeter, BEW intaduced some odher desien

I et Lieen

changes fior this smxth geieration of the HIY [achich b
|||'-1L|.1|.-|.| since ), The bass dover, crossouet, ared inpan terminals are
ll e wirkin the core platforem of the S0 Benes

The BI210% two B woodess feamre Rohaeell conce (a5 in the previowes
generation} driven by o new dual-mogoes soruciune. 1 b nene s
imarerial :'1||_l.||,|:.'||1||_||:||:|I :|!|:-:'||_l| with  the !*-:-'I1II|I.-.'I:’.{:'I.. dual L EA TR
APTANEETCHeL, CRCATES 3 Frreaher |:_;||1;]_ e maborm) beld seremeth in the
pap fosr incrensed hiscanity amd lower dis rorson

The i|'||_'r|_';'||'\.i'|'|:_'| s el ewdrne r_up;|l_‘il.;_||_'\_-\. has Been one of the ﬁri'.':u;.:
faces hehind the recone improvemenes i chymamic |l.ll.l.-.|"1|1..'-\.|:-.-l.'l“. {Ince
reserved for ulims-expensive F'“"I"""I':' froan twexky manubaciorers, these
capacitors have found thar way into @ much wider cnge of producs
a5 designers increasingle recognize the: mole of capaciior quality. “The
S and in Fact the cntiee SN0 Series, nova fenmmes Mundedl silves/

pold fail capacienes in all sectons of the high-fregqueney neravork. These
capacilears, which' can cost 3500 cach, were: chosen afber Cxlciksive
:i<r|lr|_1r_.c |_'|||1||1;||:i'\-\.-:1||_'§. 5'.-.'ir\-:"_'|i-.'|!=; e the Mumlesl s resuliec] ana
“ | ramatie increase in sound quality’™ acconding o BEW The crossoier
i rminimabse, with fesonder sopes 0 the Wgh-fregquency secrion.
Crossoves frequeencies are 330Hz and 4kHz, As a final wuch w the
CIS ROTEr r-_'.||_|_-5i!5|_ :|_||_' CLEL0I :|II.E5-'.II termomeds e noey mipde From
oy pen-Free, high-purity copper mther than brass.

Thars whats mew in the B0, bt at'’s worth AT

iﬂ_;; the core
technologges and phirform onowheeh teese innesations are based, | irs,
thi cnclosare feanares BEWS Manx technolbogy, a thnee-dimensannal
honeyooanb stmocture thar boces che cabinet and reluces eniclosune
mesnadces This |:|_l|_'|:|||_',q|_||_' hits ||_||'|:_l lagen wsed by BEW; the Matsx =i
wwas intreduoed in 1986, The enclosare is mised off the base, prosidng
a1 adr mp ot chee massie, ﬁ_[r.\_q,l,' chremsard-fAnng port. The ki is
..|:||'||'||-_'|:_ Lk 2 .|..||-|' laall, @ ﬁﬁ;"..'n:.l.ll.".'ll'..-liljh.'l.l I:I.'I.'I:ﬂl;:.:_.ll.' called I'Iu'-.|.-|-.|-r|.

thak fecluces o wirkialeree and e

“Tt strucke e qust o meh)

pbysically for $13,000 a pe ar”
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The 800 Series’ most distinetioe visual fouure is che
spherical bead that heouses the midrange dmver and alao
support thie pwecrers MNanrilas mpered wube Thespherical
simicnine, whadh s mokiod  from
filled resn called Marlan, presents a diffmction-fnce
platform for the midmnge dover, as well & dissipaces the

4 svntheric mincml-

midrange drver’s rear wave The Kevlar midmoge drives
15 adso vnasaal in chae che surmound &= extrensely raroow
almest imvisible, i et BAW calle this sechnnque FST,
for Fiaed Suspemsion Transdecer. The FST s o narrow
fineg of framed |'-|-|:.'|1|l.': thar tadines very lucle sound of
1= oo and also reflocts less enc TRT back inbo the come
il sl
el grdles, bright o figs, amd the
addition of pians black hcgues
rosenut nnid cherrywaesl. The cataners nre made in Ba:%s

rlaul,

After unpacking the BI205, bur before listening w

{irher refenemenes o the  new  senes

|:|.|!.'_|:|l.'l.|l.'.'.||:.' Atk

sh 10 addmon

riew cabimer factory i B

them, it smeck me just oot msch you ger phesacally tor
S150HE] o i Mesielis Frenm tlve dinmered Baceoer, Maurilies
Joading, Marrix enchmure, and other welmedogies, the
BOZLY 15 beaunbully buile and sisually smnoning; it sedns
like i1 etierald cosr muoch osore ithan S15 000 Tl *-|'li|'-u~.
for example, are large, elabneane devices thas ane cleverdy
destgmed and micely finished. In tact, Uicy are ihe hechiest,
|||--\.|-|||,--\.|_!‘.;||,.H|~ and et g0 insial sndd .1-:If.1|:-r il iy
spake 've emcoiensd, Moreover, the 020 comes ot
of the lox on millers i place of the spikes, alloing: exsy
mivement and Aoe-taning before spike mstatlapon. The
blick hieguer of the review samples was pofgeons; the
spherical madrange enckrure is polished by band and e
spray cik with seven coars of loquer

LISTERING

1 instalked che D& 802 aler abowr pan months with
the Vandemteen Madel

T, & spealer thay coss exactly
thires s the e ol the 80210 1 ceove the BO21EY wich
what have hooomme my reference el ecoiaiie, s srammirg
BAkabo BO-1 ALk |1||_';||1||||:|.||'I amel  Blabas BI1-1
ML perarer apnpdificr, 2 well ns with @ more real-wordd
amoplifies of a cost likely o be wsed s the BéWs—the
SROM0 Simadio #6600 inreprared amplifier. 1 also spen
- i il the AU when [ had the Audin Rescanch

EH]

\nniversary Beference preamplifier in my sysiccn






BezlF 802 Diawond 1 .-’u’:":"n'll-":-"l-'-"‘-.-'.-{"-n:'f'

A
T oy

[ D heardd the HO2CE ae this st CES wider foidy relaxed condicions
and waas raken aback |:'| its rr.'.n-:p:aln_-.'.r_-.'. livn |:|||||r;|l'i|||'|I ;|||,|;| ;|E|i|1|'|' fii
wvalve mie o the muosscal |'\-L'r|:|:-rr|:|.||:||.'|.'. In Frci, our Alan Tathel, wik
whism T lisrcned 1o the 802D, eallicd @ the “Heat |5:.|j$|ir|" at the sham in

hes pepsort i 1ssue 202,

the elisc AN lrcin Crordon Giooslwin's |||_: Flas Bl ni 2
realistic bevel foran 18-picce big band, The number feitenes
am exterulal and exuler waumpet sobo, mwch of e played
1 the mstmumeni’ U[iper r-.-p;‘.-:n:ﬂ ar fidl il Moss eweebers
wimild wither trying oo reproduce so much high-frequency
enerpry an this plavback level, e the B2 saibed chrowsh
witle s lninig o st The trompet’s sound was complerch
|.'|IF..A.'iII5_?| BN _|_|||:1I'|'. ;:_;r.'uin_ .|I:'||'|i|1|_"~\.'~-I g ollicr artiFacts hlost
b poabors have you nemching e nern dimwn the voliuss
ihanng such mssecs ool the 80X Moroner, the 8200
conveved @ full measure of the mumpers life and verve.
[s o ddelicar: habincing acr w reprocduce o tnompes withoa
Full mcasuae of upger-midrnge wd wehle enengy withow
makire it seaind strklent. Sgmificnly, the soundsmye
chidin't connigeal when the speaker was |II.:-i|'|-.'||; the [EETHTEES
stayed foousad, soaring over e seetions behind e The
wennitcriul arrangement remained clean axd |_|r|-|,i-|_- mathet
thean degenciting inte g saoemned blur, even 2t extremely
-!1I:'||1 |I:.I|.'I'Ii||.:.; levels The BEEIYs ewerier "'ulll.'l.":ll.'l.'l:-lT I:.-.

A T L,

Lin e, the B0 exhibited cven mome of thie gqualines thar made

ot o stanelowt ar G5 The S2EY was 4||!||.i||||.'\_-|:. 4 coisiderable
atcp up foom any previous BSW poodoce. This new femation
vaales the RO s the rermory |H_'{|I|_|-i|.,'|_| h:. rl_:tl_l;lglﬂ_';l\.l_'l:b with
Caiemc oy, maost of which ane prced conzskderahly higher

The BIZLY was transformed ineo sacly A SEOne |_|||]|-._1||_||_'r I_I:.'
i extrernely low kevels of madmnge and meble colortion and
wastly III'||'iI-|u.:~:| |.|:||'|:'|I!||i|.:-| il |:'-.|||l\.|li|||:.I H" ||-f u,'|1il,'||. |1|;||,|-;,' il,
less prosent o4 2 sound suarce and maore of 2 mrAnsparent windoo
o the misical |H'r‘..||| A,

Elill.'til:l..: with the cveradl ponal habines, the BO20) hod warm, fidll,
gich lxiss &l |:I|I“XI'H.'H._ aixl i |:'|Jl:|_'|_| I'-I.HEI"'I_I.',_I.' a|||_| |:l_'|'_|||_' l|_-r||5. 1%
a very easy kusloenker o enjoy masic thronyrh by wirog of i
Bick nf redle Frresmlmess o -c-|'|1I asrmsh torml I_I:||J_F|I_'.|.'1 ard
mklmargre Lquidity Diespaie an oversll balance thar was: smao
arnd wriaprressive, e SEED lad nomarkable imeble resolution, This
new B&W had the very |'-I|:|.-u.1|| |.|||.|Ii|:. i <|||.1'I|1illg |,-.i-.:.:_;ni|",'_.
Enst maintaindng akayeade that sense of cee o very fme rendening,
of Joa-bevel detml The 32 |'-n7n-||:w‘.- a wenlth of inforroanion e
tlsz Epener, bat fnoaway that didn’t call apention o icself, That’s
thes Bese kimgd of resolution—ithe kind I\.l\.'lll_'rl_' :.{'\'I.II]'I_' ML iowaEde |,|{'
moe “detad™ per e, bur nonctheless hear dhe muasical effect of
e aeesal o your increisad irvolvenenn witls the mosie and
seater apprecmien of the musicans” expressivencss. 4 sagnalicam
T4 l'|||ri|HI|:I|I_F|I.]l_'l-l-l'lllrI'J_'|l:l_'|_||-;.'||_'\;l_||u|_il_|||'\,l.;j_'\-: I.'Ill.'L'll.'kl.ll:'l.'l:i_"'l.;jr;xl.
il giare, alorg wsth che ahiling to portray exsemely Ene temsicm
gice, Thee 8RN peproduced low-level tanssent deinil soch
as bushes on cymbals adth grear finesse amd eefinemene, FREW

chaims for the e rwecter, spocifically that it s toore dymane and
|f ] [ b dynama: rl'-n'||'-r-.=.-.-ii|'-n._su'|'n rﬂrﬂilil.'-:;_! COs e arie in
el Bace o ahie drivers Gibalous peeformeimee. This leshe freguency
EEISHIICUT was | r-:l-ni=|'ri||;_l.'.3'r.‘.-:-.1n. d:.'rl.mtir,mﬁ e Frosm vz siness
even when puslicd verp banl, For caimple, Fawas leenng o ibe
cevedy named “Hom of Puenme™ {3 mibore 1o Tiee Pamie) on
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~  SPECS & PRICING
Flearskanding three-way ASSOOATED COMPONENTS
ohymamic anspeaker Blaba BLA MR aned Awodia
1 twa Resgarch Anniversary
A" woolers, one &' Hevlar Relerense preampifers
midrange, one 1" damand Bl BF-1 M| power
rwzedor amplifies Simaudio 200
Pesrded ntegrated amplifier; dC5
S8, 2.83v 1 PustinifU-Clack and Meridian
0 chims nominad, B0E3 CD players: Meridian
3.5 ohmes mrErimum Coclocs music sereen; custam
AqHz- Tan-ess, deive-ess PC-Dased
Z8KHz +/-3dB music server for high-nes digital
I A50Hz, liles, Barkeley Alpha DAC; Basis
akHz Inspiration turntableSVechor
I < banearm with Air Tight P24
S{Wipe to S00Wpc unclipped Suprome cartricige; Apsthetix
1.5 % 447" ¢ Fhea Signalune phanostage;
222" {not including spilcs) Shuryraka Hydra-B Al oo
155 1=, each, nel Wy Mk AL condiliorers,
Fiano black gloss, Shuryata CE-Saries power
res e, cherrywood cords; Sudience aR12T AC
ST8,000 per palr condtkaner: ASC 16" Full
Fround Tube Traps, A5C Tower
B&W GROUP HORTH Trages; Audipluest Wild Bse
AMERICA Yonder, and WEL Signaturne
54 Cancard Streat Inbercomnects and bi-wined
Horth Reading, Massachigets  AodoOuest Meteor cabikes;
Criisg Strakght Wire InferLink HD 26 to
(FTE) £64-28T0 Male XL R digital inberconmect;
b rs-wil kins.com Bty Bags equipment rachs

COMMENT 0K THIS ARTICLE O THE FORLRM AT AVGLIDE,COM T&b



The mideanpge was smood, well inbegroved with the
ey than any

irehle, and had muoch greser ranspa

prrcvivms Bl miodels, The ROZIFwas ersparent eoough

| 4] |_u_1||:. |:|_-5.|;|._|.1;,' clanees ik |.|||I-1:|.-.|I||. I'II|'I|I'HI|'I:'|'I|?|. Al
Bt coeds, and reenks For example, | T\.'|:-'Ll.l.q:\-.| iy
IMUSIE SErvers sk ||_'|.; |_|r|_'.-||\||||| l;.||.|||_' e the Lynx AlESTG
cardd it lod 2 "7 connector on one end and XLR on
the ither] wath ome frosm :“-lﬂl':..:l:l Wire amd smmedianehy
heard exacily what the Seeaighc Wire wus doasgy (AL 5250,
the Strmight Wire [nlo-Link HEF 26 oo Klale X1R isan
caetial upgrade i wou use the Lyna card) The 2020
alz ber me hear bow the Audio Raseaech Aninmversany
feferenoe premnplificr became more broken-in dudng my
bl mimes wmih i, conveymng the ARCS [RITRIARERN PR ET
of case, relaxation, ad bloom, The BIZ1 was exiremely
oot anl teaspareni, giving me the dissnct impnession
of hearing throwgh the plisback system back oo the
|_.J'_\:_:i|'|_l_| passcal evene, £ n ahe ."|.I1.'.||I:|'_IL-\.' Prowlocmons LA
reissne of W O Wrr, Bolling” sax e a mremenclous
;.._l||;,|_'11|.'|'\.|i_--\.|_'|1|_'\c_'::-I.:ull:_:lll_H."ll”ilplilli".'l!'\ll |1n1|'|r|.'.'E'I|-.'
B edichm’t meatch ehe three tmmesthe- price Vandersieen
Model ¥ in thms |-.\,'!_['|-.|_|_ buge 8t came a lor closer than one
wil] expect consklenmg the poce dafferential

i'I.ll :'fIJ-:" rl;‘ljllrs.'l_ﬂ'I Ir by -:';.."J'.".-";]' Ei rodved the
.'-"_.'*:'r."r".-"-r.".": fi"l.-";n"_.;‘.’-“.-":"a'.".-":*.'-' belween

fource comrbonents’

The bass leancd tewamnd the warm, full, and rich
g mithe I_| il 3-|||||'J.|i:|5_' |--.':-rl'. comtriilled o |'\III'.L'|II\.'I\.|.
Appustic bass was rendered with a sense of weigha, wirth
a |i|_|=_5._ T ks ...,'|:||||'r.|'\,ix il flee insirurnent’s resoomnt |'r"-.|'.
than an the attack of the strnga, Deapite the penesoss
heass w |_l|:'_||r__ |_|||_' |_|:|||:|_||1| r_T||_| LU kg and ammculare. ‘The
'.l.'\-:'|I|I|:'r|I:|_ l.||||i!'ri|'||r_ hass lenes on |1J.'!I| S t.u.ruT-:'-!d'.hl'.
for example, were Ively amd upbean, and rendered witch
execllent pivel definition, Bormmeend exeension was fully

parisfyingg even on wngan pedal poine, 1 e

- 1 . '
port “chuffing”’ or contriburing 2 seand of i own. This
5 ondv the second |-lu.-.|.h|'-\.'.l.L-'_'r PP b imosow newe rosm,
amd the firs (the Vandersreen) had adiusmble bass, so

b wan the

s hamd oo knevar yed o much of this ware
kewmlspem boer arwh lorw romich was Iy PR
With & sensnmaby of WdH, 2 mini

||||-|.:-\.:!:||'|r|- af
3.5 '||'l||'|"-. aml the minimalist crossocer, the SE2LY wus
VERY EREY 10 cerve. (The "Wkt consitiviey i in
rrushiful, in that it 38 measeed wich a drive spmal
al 25 across B olims, which dessapates 1W of

power. Sensiuvity specd ane often exagperaed
|_|| AN A dlove :-!_.:l'll.. ol LBV acmoss a
repminal oo Jowdspeaker, which doaldes

the power dissipated, making the kaudspenker appenr 5B mone
senitive than it aemally is The 8030¥% highish B saing is even more
i|15§£\_—:5.;“_' |E|;||| i|_ AR 1|.'|'\.;|| (R |'.]x|||.'|.| wth otheer senssovity r.'||1|:.;.:1~:-

The 1500 pe Simadio 600 integrated amplifier had mone than enough

r...l,l,'.-rI [ =] '\,I_'I',u"_ r|_'|_||:.||Ju|_'|;|q I|'\-r |1I:I:H.'|;'hl.' <|.|,|I:|||'.||' COnNLrases Il|-

Referenee Beenpdings 176,46z 28 bir HEx files foom mw music serves,
F .

e WVanderstcen

S h.-'m‘l-Eh.-.ll:n.-r.-: Benefie from 2 nzilly |.li!.1 :||||||I|I5.:-| {
oy : ! : . :
s, for cxarpled bue 1 gor the impression that the BU20 beft nothing oo
thie tahle when drmen by 150

I sounddtaping, e B0 bt it our of the park. The pair of
kadepeakess threw awide, cleepy, seamboss panamama in feontal me with
_1m'.||||;|_'|'.' (W Ry [ ||r I|'_-;,' '\-||||,|11|_| |'|-;,'i|'|1_lh armched 1o the e |.'|1|.'I|.|:|.||:L'!'H.
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